Ecosystem Restoration Program
Goals and Objectives

The goal of the Ecosystem Restoration Program is to improve and increase aquatic and terrestrial habitats and improve ecological function in the Bay-Delta system to support sustainable populations of diverse and valuable plant and animal species.  In addition, the ERP, along with the water management strategy, is designed to achieve or contribute to the recovery of listed species found in the Bay-Delta and thus achieve goals of the MSGS.  Improvements in ecosystem health will reduce the conflict between environmental water use and other beneficial uses, and allow more flexibility in water management decisions.

1. At Risk species:  Achieve recovery of at-risk native species dependent on the Delta and Suisun Bay as the first step toward establishing large, self-sustaining populations of these species: support similar recovery of at-risk native species in San Francisco Bay and the watershed above the estuary; and minimize the need for future endangered species listing by reversing downward population trends of native species that are not listed.

2. Ecological Processes:  Rehabilitate natural processes in the Bay-Delta estuary and its watershed to fully support, with minimal ongoing human intervention, natural aquatic and associated terrestrial biotic communities and habitats, in ways that favor native members of those communities.

3. Harvested species:  Maintain and/or enhance populations of selected species for sustainable commercial and recreational harvest, consistent with the other ERP strategic goals.

4. Habitats:  Protect and/or restore functional habitat types in the Bay-Delta estuary and its watershed for ecological and public values such as supporting species and biotic communities, ecological processes, recreation, scientific research, and aesthetics.

5. Nonnative Invasive species:  Prevent the establishment of additional non-native invasive species and reduce the negative ecological and economic impacts of established non-native species in the Bay-Delta Estuary.

6. Water and Sediment Quality:  Improve and/or maintain water and sediment quality conditions that fully support healthy and diverse aquatic ecosystems in the Bay-Delta estuary and watershed to levels that do not adversely affect aquatic organisms, wildlife and humans.

